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In the Fall 2019 the Village outsourced its utility billing operation to munibilling, as a
result we can no longer do mass mailing to residents without paying for separate
postage. However I am willing to print these updates and hand deliver them! If you
would like to be on the list, please contact me or the Village’s Secretary Beth St. John.
Please leave your name and address and I will make sure you receive a physical copy.

Park Improvements - You may notice some considerable improvements to the Park.
The quarry fencing has been upgraded and Public Works has installed a new 8’ walking
trail along the front of the quarry. It is my goal to have Public Works expand our trails so
that Genoans can walk throughout the park and not have to set foot on wet grass/mud
after a spring rain. Soon, benches funded by generous Genoans will be installed along
the quarry trail. We hope to see this completed in the summer/fall. Thank you to those
who have donated!

Last March the Village submitted an ODNR grant application to extend the bike trail
from the back of the park, up to and around the southern edge of the quarry, and then
up to Washington Street by the Big Dipper. We will know this fall if our grant application
was successful. Keep your fingers crossed! This project would be 100% funded by the
State and Ottawa County Parks District. The Genoa-to-Elmore extension, completed in
2020, was 98% grant funded; the Village split the remaining 2% equally with Ottawa
County and Elmore.

Sanitary Sewer Improvements - The Village’s sanitary sewer projects, the largest
overhaul in a generation, are moving along. This spring, work on the $2.1 million
filtration house was completed. Now we are moving onto rebuilding the $500,000 main
pump station off 9th Street. Afterward, work will start on the system’s peripheral pump
stations. All told, this will end up being nearly $3,000,00+ in sanitary sewer projects.
Much of this work was funded by grants and 0% loans, but much of this work wasn’t.
Council has ordered our engineering firm, CT Consultants, to conduct a rate study
which will determine a rate increase to fund the debt payments--and importantly, to
share the system’s costs equally between Genoa and Clay TWP residents. We do
not know this additional figure yet, and it may have some sticker shock, but it is the only
way to ensure that you, as Genoans, are not subsidizing a sewer system used by the
whole community.



2021 Paving Program - Every Genoan knows someone who lives behind an alley that
looks like it needs some work. HELP IS ON THE WAY! Our 2021 Paving Program,
awarded to Geddis Paving, finishes northern Main Street and then paves eleven blocks
of alleys (or more, if work comes in under budget). It will not fix all of them, but it will get
most of them and the multi-year effort is well underway.

New Sidewalk Ramps - Last April, at the onset of the pandemic, the Village submitted
a last-minute CDBG grant application after we were informed of an overall lack of
applicants. We were awarded $50,000+ by the County to install new ADA curb ramps
around downtown. None of this project was funded by Genoa’s General Fund. By law,
local governments must put forth a good faith effort to upgrade all curb ramps to ADA
specs. This CDBG project will save us money in the long run by making us eligible for
paving grants, and will keep us compliant with the unfunded federal mandate.

“Genoa Town Hall & Opera House” Historical Marker - The village has installed our
first Ohio Historical Marker on Main Street, for our Town Hall. The Genoa Historical
Society was able to obtain a grant from the William Pomeroy foundation to pay for the
cost of the marker. I hope to see more historical markers up around town to help us
share our history with visitors.



“Welcome To Genoa Mural” - Toledo artist Ken Dushane has completed a wonderful
mural on the east side of the administration building. This was a very fun project to work
with him on, and I hope Genoans can take great pride in it. It is my hope that visitors to
the quarry, prom/homecoming groups, wedding parties, senior pictures, etc will utilize
the mural as a background for pictures.

No public funds were used, this was 100% privately funded by the Genoa Area
Chamber of Commerce, Genoa Bank, Genoa Historical Society, the Jacob Diebert
Family, and myself.

Star & Lil’s Property - The Ottawa County Land Bank had foreclosed on the property
and has now completed demolition. The Land Bank receives money from the State to
clean up dilapidated properties which are delinquent with their property taxes. While I
would usually prefer to see historic buildings revamped and reused, this property’s
history as a Shell gas station means we should be thankful that the Land Bank was
willing to do any and all remediation necessary to get a clean bill of health and back on
the market. Hopefully a year from now we are breaking ground on a new business on
such a prime corner of town.

Discount Drug Mart - The village has completed the annexation of 65+ acres along
State Route 51. The village boundary now extends up to Gordon Lumber. Talks are still
ongoing with Discount Drug Mart about the possible construction of a store. I have no
official comment other than to say the Planning Commission has worked hard during the
pandemic to update our zoning codes and subdivision regulations to encourage/require
the types of good development that Genoans would expect from any developer.


